
ORDINANCE JVO. 25-720

Ar{ oRDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WINSTON, ORETGON, CITY COUNCTL AMENDING TITLE 5
OF THE WINSTON MUNICIPAL CODE PLACING A MORATORIUM ON THE STEP SYSTEM
PROGRAM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS under Title V of the Municipal Code residential users can install Septic Tank
Effluent Pump (STEP) systems where their residence cannot be served by a standard
gravity sewer connection; and,

WHEREAS STEP systems are required to be maintained by the City and the lack of
annua-l maintenance results in complete replacements of pumps motors and other
electrical connections as a result of the caustic environment they are installed in; and,

WHERTAS the city has determined the program to be unsustainable and now stands in
need of placing a moratorium on its growth.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF WTNSTON, OREGON, CITY COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS AS
FOLLOWS:

SEICTION 1. Title V, Section 5O.O43 (C)(2), septic tank effluent pump system allowed as
alternative to standard system is further amended as follows:

(2)Uponfinalapprovalbythecity,thepropertyowner

shall sign a waiver acknowledging full
responsibility for all aspects of the STEP system. Such waiver shall declare the STEP

needed assistance for r

(3)PriortofinalapprovalthepropertyownershaI1beresponsib1e
for the installation, operation and maintenance of the STEP system, pursuant to the
requirements of the city.

ei

tE) (D) If a STEP system becomes inoperable because of failure to pay electric costs or
any other reason, the city may declare the property benefitted to be unfit for human
habitation. At least Iive days prior to issuing this declaration, the city shall send written
notice to the owrrer and occupant, if different from the owrrer. The owner or occupant
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may request a hearing before the City Council prior to the declaration. The decision of
the City Council shall be final. Ail of the property shall have 24 hours from the issuance
of the declaration to vacate the premises. Premises shall remain uninhabited until the
system is restored to operation and the city rescinds the declaration in writing.

the publie system by the eqrrrer; eeeupant; agents er invitees shall be repaired by the
ei +y

SECTION 2. This Ordinance will be in full force and effect on the day it is adopted by Council

FIRST READING AND ADOPTTON BY THE CITY OF UITNSTON, OREGON CITY COUNCTL ON
THIS 19TH DAY OF ITIAY 2025.

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR ON THIS 19TH DA MAY 2025.

L A^
Knutson, Magor

Attest:

Cindg M..Sarti, City Recorder
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